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Hello, everyone! 
 
If you have never sung with us before, welcome! If you are returning to  
sing with us, whether it’s after taking a break or after a longer absence, 
welcome back!  Please join us as we begin a new season of the Gold Coast 
Concert Chorus, where we make beautiful music and memories together. 

 
We have some important information for you about our upcoming season in 
this newsletter, with messages from our new president, Francine Redmond, 
and our artistic director, Elizabeth Helms.  Before we hear from them, 
though, let’s talk about our first concert of the 2020-21 concert season! 
 

The title of our December concert is “Gifts of Gold.”  This concert will be 
GCCC’s first-ever virtual performance.  
 

Registration for the concert will begin on Monday, September 14th, on our 
website, www.goldcoastchorus.org, and by mail, and will continue through 
Monday, September 28th. Virtual rehearsals will be held via Zoom meeting 
and will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 14th. We will rehearse 
on Monday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
Our virtual concert will premiere in early to mid-December. 
 
We’ll have information about the titles, formats, and venues of our other 
concerts for the upcoming season as soon as it is available.  
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At this time, I’m going to step aside so you can hear from our president and our artistic director, 
who would like to tell you more about what’s coming up and to cover some things we’d like you 
to keep in mind for the new season. Francine and Liz, the virtual mic is yours! 
 

**** 

 
A Message from Our President 

 

Hello Gold Coast Chorus, 
 
Greetings! This has been a year quite like no other, and the GCCC Board has been working 
hard to make sure that we keep our singing community strong in these trying times.  
 
Please join us this fall for a very special concert that we are putting together - it’s going to be 
so much fun! I won’t inundate you with lots of particulars right now, but keep your eyes peeled 
for new, exciting and alternative ways that we will be engaging with our public, fundraising and 
keeping our community alive and well. 
   
This will be a group effort, and we will need everyone’s help and support as we work on 
alternative ways to perform and earn revenue. Please feel free to share any ideas that you 
may have. We are in this together!  
 
Information on registration will be coming soon, and our first virtual rehearsal will be held next 
Monday, September 14th. I look forward to seeing as many beautiful faces as possible on 
Zoom! 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Francine Redmond 
GCCC President 
#goldcoaststrong (I just came up with that!) 

 
 

**** 

 
A Message from Our Artistic Director 

 
Hello, everyone!   
 
Is the Gold Coast Concert Chorus making music together this fall?  Yes, we ARE! 
 
Happily, we can gather and sing together, even if we are not in the same room (yet).  This 
Gold Coast community is important to so many of us, and seeing familiar faces, sharing news, 
and hearing voices we have missed is a wonderful way to spend an hour or so on a Monday 
evening.  Singing is something we love; it is important to keep our voices healthy and our 
spirits strong. 
 
Still unsure if you want to do this?  Please keep reading!  Let me tell those of you who did not 
participate this summer how rehearsals will go, and address what may be some of your 
concerns. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rehearsals are Monday nights at 7:00pm, on Zoom.  You can join on a computer, an iPad, or 
your phone - even a landline phone.  If Zoom is a challenge for you, members of the Board 
have volunteered to help you conquer any Zoom problems.  Send an email to me at 
elizhelms@gmail.com, and I will forward your message on to a helper.   
 
I get to the Zoom room a little early, so that we have a chance to visit and chat, and then at 
7:00, we start rehearsal.  When we rehearse online, we can hear Jessica play, but we cannot 
hear each other (more’s the pity).  We do not rehearse for two and half hours like we do in 
person; we are all a bit tired for that.  An hour or an hour and a half will be plenty, since we will 
prepare many fewer pieces than in a typical concert.  
 
 Jessica prepares wonderful and useful rehearsal resources for us.  Those resources make it 
so easy to learn the music and do the audio recordings.   
 
We record audio only - NOT videos, which are much more involved and harder to send.  Audio 
recordings are fairly easy; you do not have to worry about your clothes, your hair, or the 
lighting, only your voice.   
 
I never hear your individual audio files.  The only people who hear what you have sent in are 
Katie and Josh Banday, our music editors.  They listen to the files, but they do not chat about 
them to me; they are professionals.   
 
We have a very special program to rehearse and perform this fall.  All of the holiday pieces we 
are singing are arranged by our own members!  Ted Mathews, Ivan Shobe, and Jessica 
Helms are sharing their amazing talents with us. In addition, we will be preparing Ken Helms’ 
Silent Night. This truly will be a gift from the heart of Gold Coast, for each other and for our 
audience. 
 
To those of you who participated in the Summer Solace rehearsals, thank you!  Our first piece 
is ready to be heard and seen, and I am incredibly pleased with it. Here’s the link to a 
YouTube video of the performance – I think you’ll be pleased with it, too!  
 
 How Can I Keep From Singing 
 
Jessica and I look forward to seeing you September 14th on Zoom.  Reach out to your GCCC 
buddies!  Reach out to fellow singers who do not even live in Ventura County -- they can sing 
with us, too!  It’s not quite the choir we know, but it is the choir we love, and singing together is 
a powerful and positive experience, no matter how we do it.   
 
All my best to you, 
 
Liz 
 

**** 

 
Thank you, Liz and Francine! I was once told that there’s an ancient Chinese curse – “May you 
live in interesting times.” I don’t know if it’s true, but this year has been nothing if not interesting, 
and I know that music has helped me get through some of the most stressful parts of that year. 
It’s our hope that by offering our community the gift of music, we can help others deal with their 
challenging times and any challenges to come. But we can’t offer them that musical gift without 
you – please join us!  
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We’re looking forward to seeing you on Zoom on September 14th; if you have any questions 
before then, please give me a call or send me an e-mail.  Until then, be #goldcoaststrong, stay 
safe, and take care! 
 
Paul Schnebelen 
Membership and Music Chair 
Gold Coast Concert Chorus 
805-216-7359 Cell 
Membership@goldcoastchorus.org 

 


